
CANTUS FIRMUS TRUST

Annual Report July 2016 – June 2017

Trustees
Dr David Gunton  (Chairman and Administrator)
Mr Howard Gardner
Mr Geoff Weaver
Dr Owen Thurtle
Mrs Steph Codd   resigned July 15th

Rev Tony Rose     resigned October 30th 
Mrs Rosie Rose    resigned October 30th

Rev Keith Lovell  resigned October 30th

Mr Andrew Gosden   appointed April 24th 

Directors
Three Directors are responsible for the main outward-facing activities of the Trust.

Richard Hubbard Artistic Director
Howard Gardner Planning Director
Paula Stubbs  Director of Dance and Drama

Richard and Paula are invited to all meetings of the trustees.

Trustees’ Meetings
The trustees have had four general meetings during the year (July and September 
2016, January and April 2017), with one extraordinary meeting in October 2016 to 
review the progress of the cre8 dance and drama group.

Finances
The income and expenditure for the year (unaudited) are as follows.
Income: £8561  Expenditure: £5308
This information is placed on the records held for Cantus Firmus Trust on the Charity 
Commission’s website.

The income is made up of £1118 from donations, £3360 from entrance donations or 
gifts related to events organised by Cantus Firmus and £3366 from ticket sales.  Tax 
refunds from Gift Aided donations totalled £718.  

The expenditure includes costs of £1389 associated with events, together with 
administration costs (including insurance, web hosting and general publicity) of £927.

Donations were made as follows.  £1020 to the Artistic Director, £150 to visiting event 
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leaders, £850 to instrumentalists for choir rehearsals and events, £563 to a host 
church’s fund for the support of homeless people and £56 to a Colchester inter-church 
group.  

There is a Bursary Fund, currently standing at £865, for the support of young people 
taking part in Trust-led activities.

Child Protection 
The Trust’s Child Protection Policy is kept under continuous review, and there is a 
Volunteer Application process.  All volunteers who have regular contact with children 
and who may work unsupervised have a DBS or CRB check.

Activities and events
The Trust’s activities are summarised on the Charity Commission’s website as follows:
Cantus Firmus Trust provides support and training in the use of creative arts (music, 
dance, drama) for use in Christian worship and ministry, and presents themed events 
containing all of these elements.  Cre8 workshops, mainly for young people, are held 
regularly and are open to all.  The expanding Cantus Firmus Choir now supports 
events and activities in the North Essex and Suffolk areas.

The work of Cantus Firmus includes activities in both Essex and Suffolk, and Steering 
Groups meet to plan events and explore possibilities with churches and organisations.

In December an Advent presentation was made in association with three churches in 
Ipswich.  In February a concert on the theme of Gloria  was given in Ipswich, 
comprising choral and instrumental music and involving children from a local primary 
school and a guest presenter.  Some of the items were presented by the newly-formed 
chamber choir.  The chamber choir also took part in an evening prayer service –  Thy 
Kingdom Come – at St Edmundsbury Cathedral, Bury St Edmunds, in May.

An augmented Colchester choir led the music at the Good Friday Service at the 
Mercury Theatre in April and they led a Taizé service at the Colchester Salvation Army 
in May.

The young people’s dance and drama group, cre8, presents displays of dance which are 
inspired by Christian songs and music.  They led an Advent service in December and a 
small workshop in June.  The trustees have decided that cre8 should become 
independent of Cantus Firmus as they are no longer able to provide the required level 
of support.
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Plans are being made for a major presentation in November 2018 at the Cathedral, 
Bury St Edmunds as a commemoration of the end of World War 1.  A wide range of 
local singers, actors and young people are expected to take part.

Public benefit
All are welcome to attend Cantus Firmus events, and they are widely publicised.  They 
provide an opportunity to explore new ways of Christian worship and reflection, and to 
appreciate how the creative arts can inspire the human spirit.

The Cantus Firmus website www.cantusfirmus.org.uk provides a wider view of 
activities, a background to the Trust’s work, and details of how the Trust can support 
churches, groups and individuals.
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